
The idea of Central Asia as a distinct region of the 
world was introduced in 1843 by the geographer  
Alexander von Humboldt, And today Central Asia 
comprises five independent republics, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan. 
 
Central Asia covers an area of 3,994,300 square 
kilometers which includes some of the most sparsely 
populated regions in the world. Its population of only 
51 million people includes more than 100 different 
ethnic groups.  

CENTRAL ASIA 



AFGHANISTAN 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan is a landlocked 
country located in the very heart of Asia between 
Central Asia and Southern Asia. 
Afghanistan is strategically located between the 
energy-rich republics of Central Asia and the major 
seaports in South Asia providing a key transit route for 
Central Asian fuel, gas, energy and other products to 
markets in South Asia as well as overseas. Also 
Afghanistan has natural access to markets of 
neighboring countries including China, India and 
Pakistan. 



THE SILK ROAD 
For more than 2,000 years, Central Asia has 
been a meeting ground between Europe and 
Asia, the site of ancient east-west trade routes 
collectively called the Silk Road and, at 
various points in history, a cradle of 
scholarship, culture and power. It is also a 
region of truly enormous natural resources, 
which are revitalizing cross-border trade, 
creating positive political interaction and 
stimulating regional cooperation. These 
resources have the potential to recharge the 
economies of neighboring countries and put 
entire regions on the road to prosperity. 



AFGHANISTAN THE HEART OF SILK ROUTE 



AFGHANISTAN, A BIG TRADE HUB FOR THE 
SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL ASIA 

 Afghanistan is an emerging market of strategic importance close to some of the 
largest and fastest-growing markets in the world, especially for the Central 
Asia Southern Asia as its geographical location. 

 Lately, on 11th October the agreement has been signed between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan over transit pricing for the Central Asia South Asia electricity 
transmission project (CASA-1000). 

  When completed, CASA-1000 will enable the Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan 
to sell excess summer hydropower to fill supply gaps in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. 



BALKH PROVINCE  
Balkh is significant because of its position as a regional political and economic 

node, its location as a trading hub and gateway to Central Asia, and because it 

has been considered a success story due to relative security, effective 

administration, and suppression of opium poppy cultivation. 

Balkh is the hub and gateway for trade, commerce and transit routes to and 

from central Asia to the rest of the world which is rapidly expanding in size 

and growing in population, Balkh is the breeding ground of major economic 

activities, an economic hub with resources for investment, paving the ground 

for private sector to flourish. 

 



BCCI 
 Balkh Chamber of Commerce and Industries (BCCI) is a branch of 

Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ACCI) which serves 
the private sector and promotes investment, economic development and 
trade in Balkh province. 

    
 BCCI, as the representative membership organization of Afghan business 

community, provides leadership and services towards the enhancement of 
an enabling private sector environment in which local and international 
businesses can prosper in the interest of employment and local wealth 
creation. 



INFRASTRUCTURE IN BALKH 
International Airport: 

Maulana Jalaluddin International Airport was constructed with EU35 million renovation, financed largely 

by Germany and United Arab Emirates, to surface the runway and enlarge the taxiways, construct a new 

terminal building with customs and immigration services, and expand passenger and cargo capacity. 

Balkh will start its international flights soon and right now Turkish Airline is Operating  in Mazar-e-

Sharif International Airport. In case of investment in Mazar-e-Sharif International Airport, it can be 

changed to a very important commercial and transport airport in Afghanistan because: 

 Mazar-e-Sharif International Airport is the only airport in Afghanistan that the runway is far from threats 

of mountains and hills. Also wind direction is from two sides, east and west, that in this direction there’s 

no mountain and barrier. 

 

 



 Mazar-e-Sharif International Airport is the only airport that in case of 
emergency the planes can land to three provinces of neighboring 
countries (Toos province of Tajikistan, Lebab province of 
Turkmenistan, Surkhanderia province of Uzbekistan) within 10 
minutes.  

Railway: Afghanistan’s railway line-73 Kilometers from Hairatan to 
Camp Marmal began formal operation in February 2012. In March 
2013, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Afghanistan signed a tri-partite 
agreement for a 400 Km railway linking Aqina with the two Central 
Asian states. 

Roads: After 2001, Balkh has seen incredible development and growth 
in different sectors of economy like construction, e.g. asphalt and 
constructs of roads and highways. 

 



MINING 
Balkh would be the likely hub for oil and gas that recently Afghan-

Tajik contract (exploration of fuel) was signed by Dragon Oil, 

Turkish Petroleum and Ghazanfar Group. So far there has been little 

economic activity generated in the sector. 

The surveys which were done by Ex-Soviet Union, there’s a good 

refinery place in south-west of Kod-e-Barq factory in Balkh detailing: 

• Water and energy is available.  

• Existence of gas pipeline. 

• It has good location between Aamo Darya fuel area, which includes 

three provinces (Jawzjan, Sar-e-Pul, Faryab) and Afghan-Tajik fuel 

area, which includes three province (Balkh, Konduz, Takhar).  



BORDERS 
Northern Afghanistan has the following borders: 

Hairatan Border: is the primary northern port for importation of 

mainly construction materials, fuel products and ISAF commodities. The 

revenue collected from Hairatan per year is US $ 160 million to US $ 

180 million. 

Aqina Border: is located in Andkhoy district, Faryab province. 

Approximate annual revenue collected at Aqina Inland Clearance Depot 

(ICD) is between US $ 25 million to US $ 30 million. 

Sher Khan Border: is the border on the Panj River in Afghanistan 

located on the border with Tajikistan.  



INDUSTRIAL PARKS 
Balkh has two industrial parks, one (with 46 plots spread over 25 ha) in Ali 

Shir Nawaye Industrial Park 2 Km from the new railway line on the eastern 

approach to the city, which has funded by USAID and is managed by the 

Afghanistan Investment Support Agency (AISA), and a second older one 

(with 119 plots spread over 190 ha) in the Dasht-e-Shadian area to the 

south, which was connected with the ministry of commerce, and recently 

it’s merged with AISA. The Shadian industrial area, as it is older and more 

established, is connected to grid and is the site of more active enterprises. 

There is also apparently discussion about a third industrial park to be 

constructed at Kod-e-Barq or elsewhere in the area. 



PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTMENTS IN 
PUBLIC SECTOR 

Private Sector plays  a central role in the economic development of the 

country. Private sector encompasses all for-profit businesses that are 

not owned or operated by the government.  

Private sectors help a country to have economic development and 

growth, in Afghanistan private sectors are having good cooperation in 

sectors of construction, mining, fuel, banking, build of private schools 

& institutes, private hospitals, business centers, underground shops 

and etc…  



HANDICRAFTS  
Handicrafts is the best artistic expression of the Afghan people, 

particularly the Afghan women. Balkh hand weaving and fine carpet 

design is famous worldwide. Balkh’s handicrafts have prominent 

place in national and international markets. 

We are able to organize small, middle and big production of model 

stretching sweats and other product/different kind of fine arts, 

decoration items and handicrafts from wools, which in the same time 

absorbs the many unemployed Afghan women to earn a living to 

support their children and families and to reinforce the role of women 

in the society. 



CARPET INDUSTRY 

Northern Afghanistan has a long history of production of woven 

carpets, both for household use and as the country’s most significant 

legal export. Balkh province has been one of the centers of  

production and trade, and 10 percent of the approximately 60 

percent of afghan carpets currently produced in the north. 

According to industry sources, there are 1,29,900 carpet weavers, 

many of whom are women, in northern Afghanistan, of which 

12,000 are in Balkh province, and around one million people 

benefit directly or indirectly from carpet production in the north. 



ANIMAL PRODUCTS 
Animal products is one of the important export permitted items of Balkh province, which are exported to 

most of the neighboring and European countries. Balkh’s most famous animal product is Karakul skin 

which is exported to neighboring countries like Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Russia and 

European countries. 



EXPORTS 
Balkh’s Export Permitted Items have got the highest position in the world markets and are exported to 

many countries e.g. India, Turkey, Pakistan, Iran, UAE, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Iraq, Russia, 

Finland, USA and etc… 

Balkh’s main export permitted items are: 

•  Dry Fruits 

•  Fresh Fruits 

•  Karakul Skin 

•  Carpet 

•  Handicrafts 

•  Licorice 

•  Soap Roots 

•  Sesame Seed 



 
BUSINESS & INVESTMENTS OPPORTUNITIES IN BALKH 
 Balkh province as second largest city in Afghanistan with high volume of trade and 

commerce (1.65 out of 6.5 Billion Dollar in year and have geo-economic and geo-
politic location with untapped investment opportunity in agriculture, mining, small and 
medium size industry, textile, processing industry, Poultry, vocational parks, high 
education, health service provision and others. 

 
 Balkh is the hub and gateway for trade, commerce and transit routes to and from central 

Asia to the rest of the world which is rapidly expanding in size and growing in 
population, Balkh province is the breeding ground of major economic activities, an 
economic hub with resources for investment, paving the ground for private sector to 
flourish. It is fast growing emerging market of strategic importance, close to some of 
the largest and fastest growing market in central Asia and seeing the renaissance of its 
past glory ones again in 21st century. 
 



IMORT & EXPORT VOLUME OF AFGHANISTAN- KAZAKHSTAN 
2013-2014 

Imports Exports 

The volume of imports from 
Kazakhstan to Afghanistan in 
2013 - 2014 was worth $ 
324613844.00, which consists 
of flour, wheat, electric 
equipment, LPG and etc. 

Volume of exports from 
Afghanistan to Kazakhstan in 
2013 - 2014 was worth $ 
3400357.00, which includes 
raisins, pomegranate, 
potatoes, sheep and etc. 



The Core of Attracting Foreign Investments 



THANK YOU…! 
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